
The Trellis Green Lawsuit: A Decade Later 
 
 
It has been about 12 years since then-assistant professor of economics Trellis G. Green filed suit 
against the University of Southern Mississippi and the Mississippi IHL, and a decade since that suit 
was settled.  Given the current state of affairs in USM’s College of Business, it seems fitting that 
USMPRIDE.COM presents a series on the Green lawsuit.  This is part 5 in that series. 
 
Pre-Trial Documentation 
 
The previous installment in this series concluded with a look at Counts I through V in Green’s 
lawsuit.  This issue continues with Green’s “Request for Relief.”  That documentation begins 
below: 
 

 
 
As the screen above indicates, Green sought actual and/or compensatory damages in the amount of 
$300,000.  Green also sought punitive damages in the amount of $500,000, as well as the 
“injunctive relief” of promotion to associate professor of economics. 
 

 



 
 
The screen above shows that Green also sought attorney’s fees under 42 U.S.C. § 1988.   
 
The Defendants “Answer” 
 
The series of screens presented below show the “Answer” to Green’s allegations from the 
Defendants: President Aubrey Lucas, VPAA David Huffman, CBA Dean Tyrone Black, and EIB 
Chair George Carter: 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
The defendants admitted that Trellis Green exists, that USM is located in Forrest County, and that 
the defendants held the positions at USM that Green alleged they held.  All of Green’s other 
allegations are denied (see the 15 items above).  The defendants next addressed the Counts in the 
suit: 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
The screen below presents the defendants’ responses to Green’s requests for relief: 
 

 
 
The following set of screens presents the defendants’ “Affirmative Defenses” in the case: 
 

 



 

 

 



 
The Deposition Phase 
 

 



 
The document above shows that the suit moved into the deposition phase by April of 1995, about 
one year after Green was last denied a promotion to associate professor of economics.  Black and 
Carter were scheduled to be deposed beginning at 2:00pm on 22 May 1995.   
 
The screens below point out that Green and his counsel, Kim Chaze, encountered some difficulty 
in deposing Black and Carter.  In fact, they felt it necessary to file a “Motion to Compel” with 
Circuit Court Judge Richard McKenzie. 

 



 
 
This Motion was filed by Chaze on 20 July 1995, or about two months after depositions were 
originally scheduled to begin.   The motion points out that USM Counsel Lee Gore had, at some 
time, told Chaze that the Black and Carter depositions could not be completed prior to 8 
September 1995. 
 
The defendants’ response to the Motion to Compel is presented below: 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
The defendants’ response clears up some details.  According to the document above, the deposition 
of Black did begin on 22 May 1995.  But, it had to be suspended at the request of Chaze at 3:05pm 
(so that Chaze could attend a meeting in Hazelhurst).  Apparently, on 5 June 1995 Chaze wrote a 
letter to Gore asking for possible dates to resume Black’s deposition.  The defendants responded to 
that letter two weeks later, on 19 June 1995, indicating that the first date that would work for both 
defendants and defense counsel was about two months later, on 8 September 1995.  Chaze then 
responded by letter on 5 July 1995 stating that the September date was unacceptable to the plaintiff 
(Green).  Gore, however, continued to insist that 8 September 1995 was the earliest possible date. 
 

    



The document above indicates that Black’s deposition did begin on 22 May 1995 (at 10:15am).  
The deposition was taken before Susan L. Link in USM’s McCain Library, Room 203.  The 
remaining portion of the document above is presented below: 
 

 
 
As the document below indicates, Circuit Court Judge McKenzie held the Order on Green’s 
Motion to Compel in abeyance and simply encouraged the two parties to agree to better cooperate 
in the discovery process.  
 

 

 



 
As McKenzie’s Order stated: 
 
 “The Court does find that it is in the interest of justice that the depositions of 
 the Defendants be allowed before this matter is set for trial.”   
 
McKenzie’s Order was filed on 30 August 1995. 
 
The next issue in this series will continue our examination of Green’s efforts to depose Tyrone 
Black and George Carter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


